
TBF Sunday AM                                              1/27/2019 
 

The Life of Christ A-Z  
W: Washing and Wisdom: The Upper Room Discourse (John 13-17) 

Part 2 of 2 With An Emphasis on the Difference Between Baths and (Foot) Washings 
 

    

 
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God……the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:1 and 1:14 



PATTERN for Fellowship Modeled by Jesus 13:1-13:30 
The Lord Washes His Disciple’s Dirty Feet 

PRINCIPLES for Fellowship According to Jesus 13:31-16:33 
The Central Concept: Believers are to Abide in Christ 

PRAYER for Fellowship Made by Jesus 17:1-17:26 
Recognize/Respond to Our Inherent Unity w/Other Believers 

 
 

The Object Lesson v1-7 
By doing a job nobody else was willing to do, the Lord shows us that fellowship 
with God is expressed by active, humble, service of others to God’s glory. 
 
The Theological Truth v8-11 
The Bath of Salvation (Titus 3:3-7; Jn 13:10; 15:3; 6:39-40) one time event-a legal 
cleansing by God from the penalty of our sin (Psalm 103:12). In contrast: ongoing 
relational fellowship with Jesus in the Christian life involves ongoing forgiveness 
from sin in the Christian Life (// the Lord washing the D’s feet see 1 John 1:5-2:2) 
 
The Practical Principle v12-20 

The Lord Explains the Ongoing Practicality of Washing Their Feet v12-15 
By washing their feet the Lord gave us an example for believers then/now 
 
Active Application of Truth Not Passive Awareness of Information is the 
KEY to Fellowship with God in Christ v16-20 
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. This is not merely 
an awareness of info (gnosis) but a transformation of character (POV and 
priorities) based on (epignosis) truth/leading to application and + service. 
IOW a lifestyle of giving and forgiving NOT taking and holding grudges 

 
Take This To Heart 

What are some ways YOU as a believer in Christ (as the fruit not the root of your 
salvation) might manifest this kind of service-from the heart/for the LORD 

not seeking or expecting human recognition or personal benefit 
1: At home?  2: At work or school?  3: At church? 
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Jesus on Servanthood
Object Lesson 13:1-7

Theological Truth 13:8-11

Practical Principle 13:12-20 
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The Gospel of John



Believe
In Christ

Unbelievers Recognizing
and Responding from

the Heart In Light of Our
GI to the One Who
Can and Will Save

Active Receptive Trust
In The One Who

Died for Us



Abide
In Christ

Believers Recognizing
and Responding from
the Heart to the One
Who Has Saved Us

“Delight in the LORD”

Active Living Service
For the One Who

Died for Us



Psalm 37:4-6



The Gospel of John



PATTERN for Fellowship 13:1-30
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

PRECEPT for Fellowship 13:31-16:33
The One Word KEY to Fellowship: Abide in Christ

PRAYER for Fellowship 17:1-26
The Importance of Oneness with Christ/Other Christians



Jesus on Servanthood
Object Lesson 13:1-7

Theological Truth 13:8-11

Practical Principle 13:12-20 





Jesus on Servanthood
Object Lesson 13:1-7

Theological Truth 13:8-11

Practical Principle 13:12-20 



John 13:10a
Full Bath…NOT THE SAME…Foot Washin’

The one who has taken a bath does not
need to wash (his whole body again)

but just his feet (because) he
is (already) clean all over



John 13:10b
(The Authorized Okie Version)

All ya’all are clean…
…but not all all ya’all

Q: Where Should We Go for Help?
A: The next verse (13:11) 



Foot Washin’

The Bath



The Bath



Foot Washin’



Gnosis
Awareness of Information

“Knowing” about Flying
From Books/Plane Rides

Biblical Consciousness

Involves the Head

1 Corinthians 8:1

Epignosis
Info Embraced as Truth

“Knowing” about Flying
From Flying Airplanes

Biblical Convictions

Involves the Heart

Romans 3:20; 10:2



Hebrews 4:12
The Word of God

is alive and powerful…

…and is a critic of
the thoughts and

the intents of
the heart



Hebrews 4:12
The Word of God

is alive and powerful…

…and is a critic of
the thoughts and

the intents of
the heart



Mind-Thoughts

Will-Intents



Christlike Servants = Spiritual Salt and Light:
What Can I Do for Others in/for Jesus, Not…

What Can Others Do for Me?!?


