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The Life of Christ A-Z  
Letter Q: The Ultimate Question Everyone Must Answer (Matthew 16:13-20) 

 

    

 
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God……the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:1 and 1:14 
 



Matthew 16:13-20 
The Ultimate Question Everyone Must Answer 

 
The Setting 16:13a 
The Setting in Space/Place 
Caesarea Philippi-north of Jewish territory, was a center of pagan worship. It was 
originally named Panias (for the Greek/Roman god Pan) and today it is called Banias. 
it was renovated by Herod Philip. He then renamed the city in honor of the Roman 
Emperor and for himself. It was located near (SW of the base of) Mount Hermon-a 
9200’ tall slab of limestone that is the source of the Jordan River. CP was a good place 
for Jesus/the 12 to go for a “retreat” away from the rigors of intense people ministry. 
 
The Setting in Time 
Shortly after the public indictment of Jesus by the leaders of Judaism as a satanically 
possessed false prophet (Matt 12:23-24; Mark 3:22-30). CP was a good place for Jesus to 
take the 12 to reflect and affirm their faith away from the reach of the critics. 

 
 

A Preliminary Question/Answer 16:13b-14 
A Preliminary Question by Jesus v13b 
Who do people (that is average/regular people) say about Me (now that the Religious 
Leaders have declared I am a satanically-possessed false prophet)? 
 
The Preliminary Answer by the Disciples v14 
Average people are still saying all kinds of positive/flattering things about Jesus but… 
 
 

The Ultimate Question/Answer 16:15-20 
The Ultimate Question by Jesus v15 
Who do YOU (the 11 believing Apostles) say that I am (now)? 
 
The Ultimate Answer by Peter for the Disciples v16 
Peter speaking for 11/12 of the Disciples: 
 You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God 
 



The Meaning and Importance of the Title “Christ” 
“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” 1 John 5:1 

1: The title "Christ" is equivalent to "Messiah/Savior" (John 1:41; 4:25, 29; and 7:41-42 
and 1 John 5:1-5). The Old Testament predicted the Messiah would suffer like a Lamb 
for sins of His people (Isa 52:13-53:12). The Old Testament Prophets (see 1 Peter 1:11) 
and the New Testament Apostles (see Acts 3:18-20; 18:28; 26:23) affirmed as well.  

2: “Christ” is an exclusive title for Jesus of Nazareth, who was/is "THE Christ." John the 
Baptist denied this title for Himself or to anyone else but Jesus (John 1:20, 25; 3:28).  
 
3: Jesus Himself claims to be "the Christ." In John 10:24-30 our Lord affirms under direct 
questioning that He is "the Christ." Very interesting in this regard: see John 4:25-26;  
John 17:3 and Luke 24:26-27.   

4: The truth that Jesus is the Christ is the essential content of saving faith (ART: active 
receptive trust not just mental assent John 1:12/Matthew 8:1-4). This is directly taught 
in John 20:31 and 1 John 5:1 (the converse is in 1 John 2:22). The purpose statement for 
the Gospel of John (20:30-31) states, "these are written that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you will have life in His name." 1 John 
5:1, "Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God..." The Gospel call is in 
effect an exhortation for people to trust in Jesus as "the/their Christ." This is seen in 
apostolic appeals in Acts. Notice this consistent theme in the following verses:  

Acts 5:42 And every day in the Temple and from house to house, they kept right 
on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.  

Acts 9:22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who 
lived in Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ.  

Acts 17:2-3 And according to Paul's custom, he went to them, and for three 
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and giving evidence 
that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, this Jesus 
whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.  

Acts 18:5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began 
devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that 
Jesus was the Christ.  

Acts 18:28 And he [Apollos] powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating 
by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. 



“Christ" is not “the last name” of Jesus. It is a highly significant and unique title 
specifically identifying Jesus of Nazareth as the Savior of all who trust in Him. To believe 

in Jesus as "the Christ" involves supernatural enablement (Matthew 16:16-17) and 
appropriates the gift of everlasting life (zoe/spiritual not bios/physical; 1 John 5:1-5 

The Lord Jesus Commends and Reflects Upon the Ultimate Answer v17-19 
1: Receiving Jesus as the Christ involves supernatural divine enablement v17 
 
2: The truth that Jesus is the Christ is the foundation of the NT Church v18 
 
3: The NT C-Church (the pillar/the support of the truth 1 Tim 3:15) is the guardian and 
the distributor of the saving truth that Jesus is the Christ v19 
 
The Lord Jesus Warns the Apostles NOT to Share This Truth (Quite Yet)!?! v20 
Right time/right place…no one but Christ Himself would proclaim the truth of His SAS 
death/LBSR until AFTER His resurrection (Matthew 28:19-20); now in 2018 it’s our turn! 
 

Two Especially Important Events Take Place Shortly After This (Letter “Q”) 
The First DIRECT Prediction of the Cross by Jesus to the Apostles 16:21 

Validation of the Faith of the Apostles (The Transfiguration Letter “R”) 17:1-9 
 

Take This To Heart 
The Ultimate Question Everyone Must Answer is 

Who is Jesus? 
The Only Correct Answer 

Jesus is THE Christ! THE Issue/Issuer of Everlasting Life! 
 

All Other Answers (Even Seemingly Flattering Ones) 
Fall So Far Short of the Reality…They are Inherently Insulting and Blasphemous  

 
All of this is true because our ultimate problem is the fact we have sinned and are 
spiritually estranged from God with an innate inability to save ourselves. And yet, 
“God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.” and “to the one who does not work, but who believes in Him who justifies 
the ungodly, his (the ungodly person who believes in Jesus as the/their Christ) 

faith is reckoned (by God) as righteousness.” Believers should reflect deeply about 
this truth/greatness of the Person and work of Jesus, live consistently with it, 

share it and defend it for His glory.  
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