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The Life of Christ A-Z  
Marvellous Messages (Matthew 6:1-18 and 6:1 Compared to 5:16) 

You Don’t Need to Be Afraid of Bible “Contradictions” 
 

    
 

 
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God……the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:1 and 1:14 



The Sermon on the Mount at a Glance 
 
The Prologue 5:1-16 
Believers Are Spiritual Salt/Light…So Be Bright and Salty 
 

The Theological Purpose Statement 5:17-20 
Human Beings Need a Righteousness (+R) We Can Not Produce Ourselves 

 
The Body of the Sermon: What True +R Really Is 5:21-7:11 

+R > Mere Behavior Modification-Obeying Rules/Performing Rituals by Rote  
 

The Practical Purpose Statement 7:12 
+R Men/Women Treat Others with Positive Respect 

 
The Epilogue 7:13-27 

Religion Can’t Make Human Beings +R before God 
 

The Structure of Matthew 6:1-18 

 



Matthew 6:1 Compared to Matthew 5:16 
You Don’t Need to Be Afraid of Bible “Contradictions”… 

…but hold it Bible-Breath, doesn’t Matthew 6:1 contradict Matthew 5:16? 
 

Matthew 6:1 
Beware of doing your righteousness (good works) before people 

Matthew 5:16 
Let your light shine before people in such a way that they may see your good works 

 
 

A Closer Look at Matthew 5:16: 
Let your light shine before people in such a way that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in Heaven. 
 
This is an exhortation for believers to live godly lives including doing good-good works 
motivated to please God/Christ in visible/practical ways/areas such they (and/or their 
effects) will be seen such that God/Christ not the do-gooder will be praised. One 
implication: we should NOT limit the areas in which we express our faith to only 
devotional/private good-good works (personal prayer for example) instead we should be 
involved in and a blessing to the “real world” (as spiritual salt/light) 
 
A Closer Look at Matthew 6:1: Look at the Whole Statement in Context: 
Beware of doing your righteousness (good works) before people to be noticed by 
them otherwise you have no reward with your Father in Heaven. 
 
This is an exhortation to believers to be motivated to do the good works we do by 
ONE goal: to please God/Christ NOT to impress other people. If/when we do “good 
works” to impress other people, those “good works” are actually bad-good works (and 
non-rewardable, see 1 Corinthians 3:1-4:5, with an emphasis on 4:5). 

 
 

Take This To Heart 
Big Question: 

Who Do You Expect To Get Credit/Praise for Your “Good” Works? 
 

Good News: 
You Don’t Need to Be Afraid of Bible Contradictions 

If You Will Actively Unpack Them  
By 1: Contextually Interpreting the Verses/Passages in Question 

By 2: Correctly Correlating the Meaning of the Verses/Passages Together 
 

Follow Up on this Topic: Wed PM Adult Bible Study in October 
We will look at a plethora of Bible “Contradictions” to demonstrate how we should 

approach them and actively unpack them. 
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Who Gets The Credit
for Your Salvation?

Who/What
Are Your Trusting In?



Who Do You Expect
To Get Credit/Praise

for Your “Good Works?”

WHY Do You Do The
Good Things You Do?



The Big Principle v1

Example 1 
Giving v2-4

Example 2 
Praying v5-15

Example 3 
Fasting v16-18



Big Principle 6:1

Example 1
Example 2
Example 3



The Relationship Between
Residence vs Rewards

CITIZENSHIP in Heaven

Not Based on What We Do
**Titus 3:5**

No Condemnation
of Any Christian
Romans 5:1; 8:1

College Graduation
All > 1.999 GPA

COMMENDATION in Heaven

Based on What We Do
**Revelation 22:12**

Evaluation of the
of Every Christian’s Life
1 Corinthians 3:11-15

Special Recognition
Only Those = 4.0 GPA 



The Relationship Between
Residence vs Rewards

CITIZENSHIP

Not Based on What We Do
**Titus 3:5**

Not by works of 
righteousness which we 

have done but according to 
His mercy He saved us

Salvation of Sinners

COMMENDATION

Based on What We Do
**Revelation 22:12**

My reward is with Me to 
give to every man 

according what he has 
done

Evaluation of Saints





1 Corinthians 3:14-15
If any Christian’s work remains (after Jesus evaluates

WHAT we did and WHY/WHEN and HOW we did
what we did) s/he will receive reward (µisqoV)

If an Christian’s work which s/he has build on it remains
s/he will receive reward

If any Christian’s work is burned up
s/he will suffer loss _______



1 Corinthians 3:14-15
If any Christian’s work remains (after Jesus evaluates

WHAT we did and WHY/WHEN and HOW we did
what we did) s/he will receive reward (µisqoV)

If an Christian’s work which s/he has build on it remains
s/he will receive reward

If any Christian’s work is burned up
s/he will suffer loss of reward

but s/he will be saved





The Big Principle v1

Example 1 
Give to Please 

God Not to 
Impress Other 

People

Example 2 
Pray to Please 

God Not to 
Impress Other 

People

Example 3 
Fast to Please 

God Not to 
Impress Other 

People



Money
Box



The Big Principle v1

Example 1 
Give to Please 

God Not to 
Impress Other 

People

Example 2 
Pray to Please 

God Not to 
Impress Other 

People

Example 3 
Fast to Please 

God Not to 
Impress Other 

People





Salvation: Judicial Forgiveness
Jesus Gives the Sinner Who Believes the Bath of Salvation

Given by God as the Righteous Divine Judge (Hebrews 12:23)
Based on the Work of Christ (Romans 3:24)

Once for All/Not Repeated (Psalm 103:12/Ephesians 1:7)
Received by Faith in Christ (Romans 5:1)
Brings Us into God’s Family (John 1:12)

Remedies Separation from God in Eternity (Rev 20:11-15)
Justification by Faith (Rom 3:21-5:21)

Christian Life: Fellowship Forgiveness
Jesus Gives the Regenerate Believer: a Spiritual Foot Washin’

Given by God as Our Heavenly Father (Luke 11:2-4)
Based on the Work of Christ (1 John 1:5-2:2)

Repeated (Proverbs 28:13)
Received by Confession to God (1 John 1:9)

Returns Us to Fellowship within God’s Family (John 13:8-11)
Remedies Relational Separation from God Now (Ps 32; 51; 66:18)

Sanctification by Faithfulness (Romans 6:1-8:30)



Matthew 6:1 & Matthew 5:16
Friends or Foes?

Matthew 6:1
Don’t practice your righteousness before people

Matthew 5:16
Let your light shine so that people in such a way

that they may see your good works



Matthew 6:1 & Matthew 5:16
Friends or Foes?

Matthew 6:1
Don’t practice your righteousness before people…

…to be noticed by them

Matthew 5:16
Let your light shine so that people in such a way

that they may see your good works…
…and glorify your Father who is in Heaven



Who Gets The Credit
for Your Salvation?

Who/What
Are Your Trusting In?



The public versus private
contrast is a good test
of one's motives; the

person who prays more
in public than in private

reveals that he is less
Interested in God's

approval than in human
praise.

D.A. Carson 
Matthew in the EBC Series


