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Psalm 122 
The Current Controversy About Jerusalem 
In Light of That City’s History and Heritage 

 
Psalm 122:1-5 
Jerusalem: Sacred to Jews-Christians for Almost 3000 Years 
Jerusalem Was THE Site of THE Central Sanctuary of Ancient Israel v1 
 
 
Jerusalem Refers to the Actual Physical Site/Literal City Not to a Spiritual Status v2 
 
 
Jerusalem Has a Unique Look/Physical Characteristics v3 
 
 
Jerusalem was THE Site of THE Political Capital of Ancient Israel v4-5 
 
 

Psalm 122:6-9 
Jerusalem: We are to Pray God’s Blessings on Her/Her People 
Believers are to pray for the peace and prosperity of Jerusalem v6-7 
 
 
Believers are to pray for blessings on the godly people who live in Jerusalem v8-9 
 

 
One Does Not Have to Be a “Crazy” Christian to Realize Jerusalem Is and Should 

Be Recognized as the Timeless Capital of Israel: 
 

The Uniqueness and Holiness (Set Apart by God for Special Purposes-as the Spiritual 
and Political Center of the Jewish People) of the City of Jerusalem Should Be Actively 

Recognized Not Passively Denied…Even Though This Will Offend Some People. 



US Federal Law and Jerusalem 
 
The Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 
was passed by both Houses of Congress in October 1995. The vote in the Senate was 
93–5 and in the House of Representatives the vote was 374–37. The JEA law on 
11/8/1995 during the first term of President Bill Clinton. 
 
The Act officially recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of the State of Israel and calls for 
Jerusalem to remain an undivided city. It set aside funds for the relocation of the US 
Embassy in Israel from its location in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem by no later than 5/31/1999. 
All of this is consistent with the fact that Israel's declared capital is Jerusalem and the 
city is the location of the Israeli Congress, Supreme Court and Prime Minister.  
 
Fudge Factor 
the law includes a provision which allows the POTUS to invoke a six-month waiver of its 
application and to reissue a new waiver every six months if necessary in his/her opinion 
based on "national security" grounds. The waiver was repeatedly renewed by Presidents 
Clinton, Bush and Obama EVEN THOUGH: 
1: Bill Clinton said he supported “the principle” of moving the embassy there. During the 
192 Presidential campaign Mr. Clinton attacked President GHW Bush for “repeatedly 
challenging Israel’s sovereignty over a united Jerusalem” and he promised “to support 
Jerusalem as the capital of the State of Israel.”  
2: George W. Bush said in 2000 that “as soon as I take office I will begin the process of 
moving the U.S. ambassador to the city that Israel has chosen as its capital.” 
3: Barack Obama said that “Jerusalem is and will remain the capital of Israel.” 
 
Fast Forward 
on 6/5/2017, the US Senate unanimously (90-0) passed a resolution celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of reunification of Jerusalem. The resolution reaffirmed the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act and called upon President Trump to abide by its provisions. On 12/6/2017 
the President ordered the State Department to begin planning for the relocation of the 
US Embassy and on May 14 of this year, it officially moved to Jerusalem coinciding with 
the 70th anniversary of Israeli Independence Day.  
 
 

This move is very important in its substance and its symbolism. The most powerful 
nation in the world by moving Embassy visibly undeniably affirms the legitimacy of 

modern Israel as a nation state and its power of self-determination of the location of 
its capital city to the international community. All of this is consistent with the 3000 year 

history/heritage of the city. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embassy_of_the_United_States,_Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv_Branch_Office_of_the_Embassy_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_Declaration_of_Independence














Psalm 122
Jerusalem: The City of Cities

Sacred to J/C for Almost 3000 Years v1-5

Believers: to Pray for Her/Her People v6-9



The OT Law is Holy, Just and Good BUT It is Only Partial, Preliminary
and It Points to the Jewish Messiah/Savior of the World: Jesus Christ



Sacred to J/C for Almost 3000 Years v1-5

VERSE 1                                                                                                   

Jerusalem: THE Site of THE Central Sanctuary of Ancient Israel

VERSE 2                                                                                                         

Jerusalem: the Actual Physical Site/Literal City

VERSE 3

Jerusalem: Has a Unique Look/Physical Characteristics

VERSES 4-5

Jerusalem: THE Site of the Political Capital of Ancient Israel 













What’s the Big Deal about the 
Western Wall?



















Psalm 122
Jerusalem: The City of Cities

Sacred to J/C for Almost 3000 Years v1-5

Believers: to Pray for Her/Her People v6-9



Believers are to Pray for Her/People v6-9

VERSE 6-7

We are to pray for the peace/prosperity of Jerusalem

VERSE 8-9

We are to pray for the godly people who live in Jerusalem




