
Study of 2 Peter                                               4/22/2018 
 
 

2 Peter 3:1-2 
Don’t Be Lazy/Lax…Learn and Lean on the Lockbox of Scripture 

 

HOLINESS: Cultivate Spiritual Growth: 2 Peter 1 

Spiritual Offense 

Grow Spiritually and Express Godly Character/Good Good-Works 1:2-11 
Grow Spiritually by an Embrace of God’s Faithful Word 1:12-21 

HERESY: Counter Pseudo-Christian Geeks: 2 Peter 2 

Spiritual Defense 

Beware the Fact of False Teachers 2:1-3 
Be Aware of the Final Doom of False Teachers 2:4-9 
Be Aware/Beware of the Faults of False Teachers 2:10-22 

HOPE: Constantly Look to Christ’s Glorious Return: 2 Peter 3 

Spiritual Special Teams 

Don’t Be Shocked by Man’s Present and Future Mockery 3:1-7 
   Lockbox of Scripture v1-2  Laughter of Skeptics v3-4  Leaks in the Logic of Skeptics v5-7 
Don’t Be Unsure of the Lord’s Ultimate and Eternal Victory 3:8-13 
 

2 Peter 3:1-2 

This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring 

up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the words 

spoken beforehand by the holy Prophets and the commandment of the Lord 

and Savior by your Apostles. 

 
This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you (all ya’all) 
The first letter/epistle, we call “1st Peter”  
The second letter/epistle, we call “2nd Peter” 
 
The Dual Authorship of Scripture/Verbal Plenary Inspiration: 
God the Holy Spirit superintended the human authors of the Bible such that they 
composed and recorded the exact message God desired as timeless Scripture in 
the words of the original manuscripts. (Dead Sea Scrolls-OT/Rylands Papyrus-NT) 



The Preservation of Scripture/Providential Copying Process 
5500 ancient Greek manuscript copies of the NT plus citations and versions giving 
us approximately 24,000 sources 
 
The Canonization of Scripture/Formal Recognition Process by the Church 
The Early Church did not create the New Testament, the Truth of the New 
Testament centering on the Person/Work of Jesus created the Early Church! 
 
The Early Church Councils Did Not “Invent” the New Testament 
They formally recognized the inspiration of the NT Books (in the face of the 
appearance of late/counterfeit works including the Gospels of Thomas and Judas) 
in the // way Isaac Newton DID NOT “invent” Gravity, but affirmed it/described it. 
 
The New Testament in the New Testament 
2 Peter 3:1-2 refers to the Book of 1 Peter 
 
Jude cites from/clearly influenced by 2 Peter 
 
1 Timothy 5:18 cites Luke 10:7 as Scripture  
 
Luke 1:1-4 refers to Matthew and Mark 
 
No Extra Charge: Acts 20:35 Luke quotes Paul quoting Jesus from ??? 
  
in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should 

remember 

Repetition in the mother of retention! Learning can be fun but it is ultimately hard 
work involving the discipline of delayed gratification > entertaining ourselves to 
death or dumb-ing ourselves down with layers of mental lard.  
See Communication Mosaics Chapter 15 for more information. 
 

1: the words spoken beforehand by the holy (OT) Prophets 

2: the commandment of the Lord and Savior by your (NT) Apostles 

 
Q: What VERY Significant Thing(s) Happened Between the Ministries of These Two 
Groups (OT Prophets and NT Apostles) of Scriptural Communicators? 
A: The MAIN Thing (+R Life, SAS Death/LBS-Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ)  



Take This To Heart 
Don’t Be Lazy/Lax…Learn and Lean on the Lockbox of Scripture 

 

Don’t Be Lazy as In: 

I Don’t Want to Think Deeply about the Truly Important-I Specialize in the Superficial 
 

Don’t Be Lax as In: 

I’m Too Sophisticated to Take Scripture Very Seriously and/or in Much Detail 
 

Decide/Discipline Yourself 

To Learn and Lean on the Lockbox of Scripture 

 

1: Do This at Home 
Realize Discipling Your Children/Grandchildren in the Knowledge (epignosis) and 
Application of Scripture is a Key Reason You Are Here…Don’t Punt This Responsibility. 
Don’t Belittle the Role of the Church in This….But Don’t Hand Off YOUR Responsibility to 
Be In (Not Just Under) the Word and YOUR Responsibility to Disciple Your Children and 
Grandchildren to the Church, the Pastor/the Youth Minister. 
 
 
2: All Who Teach Scripture Need to Be Aware of an “Occupational Hazard” 

We Can’t Separate Our “Teaching Ministry” from Our Personal Walk with the LORD. To 
Compartmentalize the Truth of Scripture in That Way Will Lead to Compromise in Other 
Areas and a General Staleness of Our Spirituality-a Going Through the Motions Routine.  
 
 
3: Warning to All TBFers about Our Church (and 1000s Like It) 

TBF is a Word-Saturated Environment-Scriptural Exposition > Mere Entertainment 
But That Comes With Real Dangers Including the Fact: It is Possible for People to “Sit, 
Soak and Sour” in This Setting and Become More/More Like The Critics of Christ (Think 
the Pharisees Who Saw/Heard the Ministry of Jesus) Instead of Becoming More/More 
Like Christ. Mere Bible Information is Never an End in Itself, However It is a Necessary 
Part of the Process of Spiritual Growth from the Inside Out by the “Transforming of the 
Mind” (Romans 12:1-2) Through the Heart (Mind/Will) Leading to Personal Convictions 
That are Lived Out Over Time as Believers Abide in Christ (John 15:1-5). 
 
 

 



Holiness, Heresy and Hope

3:1-2
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…
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The M
essage of 2 Peter

A Christ-Centered HO
PE

Should M
otivate

Believers N
ow

 to Em
brace a Lifestyle of True

HO
LIN

ESS
and to Avoid the HERESIES

(M
orally/Doctrinally) of False Teachers. 



HOLINESS  Chapter 1 

HERESY  Chapter 2

HOPE  Chapter 3

Therefore beloved…
be diligent to be found in Him

in peace, spotless and blam
eless…

grow
 in the grace

and know
ledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

2 Peter
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W
hen You Feel at the End of

Your Rope Tie a Knot in Faith…

…
Doubt Your Doubts and Hold 

Onto a Jesus-Centered Hope



In Tim
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s Around Us
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Jesus and Scripture
ü

The Scripture Can’t Be Broken

ü
He Explained to Them

 the Things About

Him
self in All of the Scriptures

ü
M

an Shall Not Live by Bread Alone But By Every
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The NT in the NT
2 Peter 3:1-2

Refers to 1 Peter

2 Peter 3:16
Refers to Paul’s Epistles

Jude
Refers to 2 Peter

1 Tim
othy 5:18

Luke 10:7

Luke 1:1-4
Refers to M

atthew
 and M

ark



The O
T Law

 is H
oly, Just and G

ood B
U

T It is O
nly Partial, Prelim

inary
and It Points to the Jew

ish M
essiah/Savior of the W

orld: Jesus C
hrist



1 Corinthians 15:1-4
Now, brothers and sisters, I w

ant to rem
ind

you of the Gospel I preached to you, w
hich

you received and on w
hich you have taken

your stand…
thatChrist died for our sins

according to the Scriptures, that He w
as buried

and that He w
as raised on the third day

according to the Scriptures



He is the Exclusive Issue and the Exclusive Issuer of Salvation/Everlasting Life
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Don’t Be Lazy or Lax
Ø
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Gnosis
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From
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Consciousness of B-Facts

Involves the Head
1 Corinthians 8:1

Necessary But Enough

Epignosis
Info Em

braced as Truth

“Know
ing” about Flying

From
 Flying Airplanes

Personal Biblical Convictions

Involves the Heart (M
/W

)
Rom

ans 10:2

Absolutely Essential
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