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Acts 11:1-18
Amazing Grace Can Be Awfully Confounding
Christian Critics Question Peter’s Message/Method 11:1-3                             

The Essence of Peter’s “Crime” v1

the Apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles (in Caesarea 10:1-48) also had received the Word of God.
The Core of Peter’s “Crime” v2-3
So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, you went to uncircumcised men and ate with them!?!

Peter Explains the Divine Authority of His M/M 11:4-17                             

The Lord Had Directly Taught Him “His” Theology of Grace v4-10
what God has cleansed (SAS/LBSR of Christ)…no longer consider unholy!!!”

The Lord Had Directly Sanctioned His Visit to “The Gentiles” v11-14
The Spirit told me to go…to speak words by which they would be saved

The Lord Had Directly Confirmed the Salvation of “The Gentiles” v15-16
at the moment of saving faith (ART = active, receptive, trust) in Christ

In Closing, Asks a Direct Question to His Christian Critics v17
if God gave to them the same gift He gave to us after (the Gentiles had) believed in the Lord…WHO WAS I (and who are you?) TO STAND IN THEIR WAY?!?

The Critics Rejoice in God’s Amazing Grace 11:18
When they heard these things (v 4-17) they fell silent (stopped criticizing).
And they glorified God, saying, Wow! God HAS granted to THE GENTILES the repentance that leads to life (apart from works/ceremonies/rules)!!
Does the Bible Teach the Church Age Began in Acts 2?

Matthew 16:18

Jesus promised the Apostles (that in the future) He would build His Church
Acts 1:4-5

The risen Christ promised the Apostles to wait for what He had promised…

…they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit in “not many days.”

Acts 2:1-13
10 days later, the Apostles were baptized with the Holy Spirit. “To be baptized” () = to be immersed/placed into something and/or identified with someone/thing. The baptism of the Holy Spirit places believers into the NT Body of Christ-the Capital C-hurch > any/all local churches. As an outward sign of that, they spoke in languages ( ) they had not naturally learned/did not know.
This is Sunday 5/24/33 AD (according to Hoehner’s Cambridge Ph.D. Dissertation)

Acts 11:15
And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them (the Gentiles in Caesarea who had believed in Christ) just as He did upon us at the beginning (Acts 2).

1 Corinthians 12:13

For by one Spirit, we have all been “baptized” into one Body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether slaves or free…

Colossians 1:25-27/Romans 1:16-17

The Capital C-hurch = a mystery (not revealed in the OT)…and it includes Gentiles as full-fledged members through their faith in Christ

Take This To Heart

God’s Amazing Grace Can Be Awfully Confounding to People Including…

…Too Many Christians?!?  Salvation by Grace through Faith Alone in Christ Alone is For All (Religious/Irreligious; Moral/Immoral; Rich/Poor; American/Afghan)!
As Those Saved by Grace….Believers are to Be Gracious/Giving and Forgiving (albeit in a Fallen World-Wise as Serpents Yet as Gentle as Doves). This Kind of Grace (Really Christ-Focus) is the Basis of True Biblical Spirituality/Discipleship.
