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Acts 8:1-25

Different Cultures, Colors and Countries

But Only One True Church

The New Status of the Church in Jerusalem v1-3
After Stephen’s Death, Christians in Jerusalem Were Targets for Execution. Most of the Believers Who Had Lived in the City Left Reluctantly But They Continued to Live and Share Their Faith.
A Key Leader in this Crusade against the Church was a Pharisee: Saul of Tarsus

Who thru Amazing Grace Will Become a Believer in Chapter 9, We Know Him Better by the Name Paul the Apostle (Human Author of 13 New Testament Books)
The New Church in Samaria v4-25
Philip’s Evangelistic Ministry to Samaritans Blessed by God 8:4-13

He “Proclaimed Christ” Directly to the Samaritans v4-8
Simon, One of the New Samaritan Believers Had a Dark Past v9-13
Philip’s Evangelistic Ministry to Samaritans Confirmed by Apostles 8:14-23 A Special (“Delayed”) Giving of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit v14-17
This Unique Timing Was Due to the Need for the Apostles to Directly Affirm the Legitimacy of the Salvation of the Samaritans/Their Full Inclusion in THE Church and to Prevent the Start of a “Second” Church/Samaritan Sect of Christianity Distinct from the Apostolic Church

A Special Request by Simon is Slam Dunked by the Apostle Peter v18-23
There are Some Things Money Can’t Buy and Simply Aren’t for Sale at Any Price
Christian Teachers/Theologians Disagree on Simon’s Spiritual Status

View 1: Simon’s sin here was so serious, it indicates his “faith” was not sincere, saving trust in Christ.
View 2: Simon’s sin was serious (almost as bad as the sins of Peter and his multiple and profane public denials of Christ, and/or the sin of Ananias and Saphira) but the text says he “believed” in the same way it affirms the faith of the other legitimate Samaritan converts. It does not say he “pretended to believe” or “he only claimed to have believed.” As FF Bruce notes “Simon had believed Philip’s message and had been baptized, but he still manifested his old unregenerate nature: he was still attached to the bitter gall root of superstition.” NICNT Commentary Series, pages 183-184
Principle: Real Christians can do really bad things, things that are inconsistent with our faith and love for Christ. God does not do a sin nature-ectomy on new believers. While in some cases, God sovereignly eliminates much of the baggage a new believer carries into the Kingdom with him/her…most of us continue to carry and thus need to battle (walk in the Spirit so that we will not carry out the desire of our sin nature Galatians 5:16 see also 1 Corinthians 10:12) our old weaknesses.
Two-Fold Happy Ending 8:24-25
Bad News: Simon Seeks to Buy the Power to Confer the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

Good News: Simon Seeks Prayer from Peter as He Receives Apostolic Admonition

Even Better News: Peter/John Preach the Gospel to Many Samaritan Villages as They Return to Jerusalem
Take This To Heart
THE UNIVERSAL Church of Jesus Christ is made up of Jews, Gentiles and (Even) Samaritans Who Receive the Grace of God Thru Faith in the Savior. This Inherent Unity is Not Man-Made But God-Given and Exists Even If/When It is Ignored, Overlooked or Underappreciated.
Nice Expressions of This (Close to Home) Include Ministries Like: One True Light/Spokes for Hope/Link One Mentoring; Gabriel’s House; Christians Concerned…and Tanglewood Bible Fellowship  
